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JAIPUR: An environment-friend-
ly approach and judicious use
of raw materials were the key
to the growth of the ceramics
and glass industry in Rajasthan.
This was the view that emerged
at the conference on ‘Ceramics
and Glass Raw Material from
Rajasthan’ held as part of
CeraGlass India 2010.

HS Maiti, senior advisor,
CSIR said that these natural
resources were limited and
could not be replenished. The
need of the hour is to use them
judiciously so they were avail-
able to the generations to come.
He advocated the use of latest
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HS MAITI, SENIOR
ADVISOR, CSIR SAID

- THAT THESE NATURAL
RESOURCES WERE LIM-
ITED AND COULD NOT

techniques and machinery in
mining, processing of raw min-
erals and production. He also
spoke about the need to devel-

op singular clay and advocated

a cluster approach.

LK Maheshwari, chief gen-
eral manager, said the state is
the sole producer of jasper and

wollastonite and a leading pro-

—— -

ducer of silica sand, soapstone,
ball clay, china clay, calcite,
felspar, natural gypsum, kaolin,
rock phosphate, ochre, he said.
Till March 2008, the state had
received an investment of
35,000 crore in the ceramic and
glass industry and its allied
products. About 1,500 units
were in the state.

A dedicated zone has been

: embarked at Gilot where piped

natural gas would be provided
to reduce production costs, he
stated.

In his keynote address, SN
Eisenhower, director-opera-
tions, Saint-Gobain Glass India
Ltd said that silica sand, which
is a major constituent of glass,
was present in abundance in

on environment

Rajasthan and nearly 80% of
the raw material for making
glass was in the state. If prop-
er value addition was done to
this raw material, the state could
become a hub for this industry
not only in India but also in the
world in the near future.
Vikram Golcha, past chair-
man, CII Rajasthan State Coun-
cil and Managing Director; Ass-
ociated Soapstone Distributing
Company urged the industry to
not only achieve higher pro-
ductivity but also fulfill its
responsibility towards the envi-
ronment. He said it was amaz-
ing to note that some minerals
whose deposits were present in
Rajasthan were still being impo-
rted from overseas. :
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Energy Sl.ipply
“to propel
ceramic sector

Jaipur: The need for efficient
energy supply to facilitate the
growth of ceramic and glass
sector was reiterated at the
third day of the international
trade fair CeraGlass India 2010
on_ s’ 3 & A - 1
~ Addressing the interna-
tional conference on Energy
Policy and Technology for the
Ceramics Industry, principal
secretary, industries Sunil Aro-
] r? said, “Government is aware
of the fact that quality as well
as uninterrupted availability of
energy is critical for ceramic
and glass sector.”

Arora said the importance
of energy for the sector could be
gauged from thefact that even
a few seconds of interruption
could lead to a loss of around Rs
1.5 crore in a float glass-unit, be-
sides the few hours that it would
take to restart the unit.

Tlustrating the effect of in-
terruption in energy, Arora said
it could lead to either total re-
jection of the batch or substan-
tial loss of quality. He said due
to shortage of power in most
states, industry has to maintain
backup power leading to addi-
tional capital cost. The energy
cost accounts for 25%-30% of
the overall cost of production.
In such a scenario, natural gas
is the best option, he added. Tnn
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